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Stream Flows and Dollar Flows

Connecting Streams with

Voluntary Markets 

Ecosystem Markets Conference
Portland, OR
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Rob Harmon

Chief Innovation Officer
Bonneville Environmental Foundation
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Problem #1 -
Use It or Lose It! Water Rights

No incentive to conserve or leave water in 
the stream
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Problem #2 -
Little Awareness and Few 

Options for Consumers
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Solution for Both -

È1,000 gallons of 
water

ÈIn a critically        
de-watered stream

ÈAt a critical         
time of year

=

BEF Water Restoration CertificatesTM

WRCs can be delivered to any customer, 

anywhere



6/20/2009

3

5

How it Works

ÈIn some states - Dedicating water to 
the stream is considered a ñbeneficial 
useò

ÈWater rights holders can protect water 
in stream and not lose the water right
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How BEF Secures the Water

Water Restored

Water Right

$

$
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Environmental Criteria

ÈBEF developed environmental criteria 
with NFWF

ÈNFWF reviews every project             
to ensure:

ÈStream is classified as                        
de-watered

ÈWater will be protected in -stream, at 
place and time critical for ecological 
recovery/function
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Environmental Performance

ÈWater Trusts monitor and gauge the 
streams to ensure water is actually 
where is should be, when it should be

ÈTrusts sign legal attestation and provide 
monitoring data to verify flows
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Integrity -
Consumer Protection

ÈCode of Conduct    
based on national 
Green-e standards

ÈUsing TZ1 online 
registry
ÈEnsures no double 

counting

ÈEntire process audited 
by professional, outside 
firm

10

The Result

Before After

Prickly Pear Creek - Montana
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Businesses & Individuals

Water Restored
Water Right

$

$ WRC
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Marketing and Sales

We have developed professional 
marketing materials
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é and a website with a calculator, 
where you can buy BEF WRCs

www.BEFwater.org
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We Have Experienced Sales 
and Marketing Teams

Sales Team Marketing Team
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Conservation First

ÈProduct creates 
economic incentive 
for water rights 
holders to conserve 
and put water in -
stream

ÈWe encourage and 
assist customers with 
water conservation
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Where Does the Money Go?

First Year WRC Budget
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Charter Customers

ÈDenis Hayes - Bullitt 
Foundation (Founder of 
Earth Day)

ÈNatural Resources Defense 
Council (NRDC)

ÈWhiteWave (Silk Soymilk 
and Horizon Organics)
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Thank You

Bonneville Environmental Foundation

Portland, Oregon

www.BEFwater.org

503-248-1905

http://www.BEFwater.org


6/20/2009

10

19

Rob Harmon - Bio
È Rob Harmon serves as Chief Innovation Officer and Senior Vice President for the Bonneville 

Environmental Foundation (BEF), where he is credited with developing BEF's renewable energy 
certificate (REC) program (formerly known as Green Tags) in 1999. 

È In 2000, Rob developed and launched the first carbon calculator on the Internet, and closed the 
first large retail REC transaction in the United States.  

È In 2004, Rob was awarded the national Green Power Pioneer Award for his visionary leadership 
in establishing the retail market for renewable energy certificates and his ongoing efforts to 
ensure a thriving and credible voluntary market in the United States.

È �5�R�E���D�O�V�R���F�R�Q�F�H�S�W�X�D�O�L�]�H�G���D�Q�G���G�L�U�H�F�W�H�G���W�K�H���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W���R�I���%�(�)�¶�V���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���6�R�O�D�U�����5���6�F�K�R�R�O�V��
�S�U�R�J�U�D�P�������+�L�V���O�D�W�H�V�W���Y�H�Q�W�X�U�H���L�V���W�K�H���F�U�H�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���%�(�)�¶�V���: �D�W�H�U���5�H�V�W�R�U�D�W�L�R�Q���&�H�U�W�L�I�L�F�D�W�H���E�X�V�L�Q�H�V�V���O�L�Q�H����
which utilizes voluntary markets to restore critically de-watered ecosystems.

È He recently contributed two chapters to the book: Voluntary Carbon Markets: A Business Guide 
to What They Are and How They Work

È Rob has worked in the fields of energy productivity and renewables since 1987.  He previously 
held positions as Vice President of Renewable Energy Programs at BEF, Vice President of 
Marketing and Business Development for WindLite Corporation and as Business Development 
Manager for FloWind Corporation.  

È Rob currently serves on the Boards of the Northwest Energy Coalition, Green-e, the Renewable 
Energy Marketers Association, and the Environmental Tracking Network of North America 
(ETNNA).


