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Fort Hood Recovery Credit System

Fort Hood paysprivate landowners

to conserve and manage endangered 

species habitat on their ranches and 

in return Fort Hood receives credits

that it may use to offset impacts to 

habitat on the base.
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Recovery Credit System vs. 

Mitigation Banking

ÅMitigation Bank

Offset Habitat Destruction

Permanent Protection

Fixed Location

Fixed Costs

Admin Burden on Landowner

ÅCredit System

Offset Temporary 
Degradation andé

Term Management and 
Protection

And Permanent Protection

Anywhere Within Range

Bidding Process

Admin Burden NOT on 
Landowner
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3,000+ 

pairs

1,600 pairs
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ÅConservation Needs Across Range 

ÅIncreased Training Pressure

ÅConcern Re: Unanticipated Events

ÅReceptivity of Landowners 
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Fort Hood RCS

ÅProvide operational flexibility for Fort 
Hood

ÅFacilitate recovery of the warbler
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Calculation of Recovery Credits

Habitat Acreage, Landscape 

Context, Contribution to 

Recovery
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Recovery Credits

x

Contract Term

= Recovery 

Credit Years
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Bidding Process

ÅLandowners provide bids for cost-share and 

annual payments (like CRP)

ÅFt Hood staff review bids

ÅContracts signed

ÅWork begins
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Dollars and Acres ïEnd of 3 Year Pilot Phase

ü $1,954,666 Total Investment to Date

ü $451,295 Landowner Cost Share

ü 13,858 acres Area Under Contract (= 

$141/acre)

ü 2201 acres Existing Occupied GCW 

Habitat Under 

Contract (= $888/acre)

ü 10-25 years Contract Length (50% under 

25 year contract) 
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Monitoring

ÅFrom Coarse Scale

ÅTo Fine Scale
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Map 1.  2002 Golden-cheeked Warbler Survey Results
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Program 

Administrator

Funds

Private Landowners

Partners ï

Habitat 

Assessment

Management & 

Monitoring

Fort Hood

Outreach Bid

Info

Mgt

Plan

Bid pkg

Approval
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Major Challenges

Conservation Value 

of Term 

Agreements?
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Utah Prairie Dog Habitat Credit 

Exchange

ENVIRONMENTAL DEFENSE

ECOSYSTEMS


