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Costa Rica Features

Å51,100 km² = 21% of Oregon

Å4,400,000 inhabitants = 86/km2; OR= 3,700,000(14/km2)

ÅGDP = $5,900 per capita in 2007

ÅRanked #48 by UNDP on human development index

Costa Rica Forests

Å70% of country should be in forests or tree plantations

ÅLost  ~65,000 ha/yr in the 1970s and 80s

ÅNadir = 21% forested in 1987; 51% in 2008

Å26% now in national parks and equivalent reserves
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Changes in forest cover 1940 - 1987
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FOREST COVER 
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Legal Changes in the 1990s

Å 1995    General Environmental Law

Å 1996    New Forestry Law

Å 1998    Biodiversity Law

Sustainable development becomes a national goal

Creation of the National System of Protected Areas

Conversion of forests declared illegal

National Forestry Financing Fund (FONAFIFO) created

Environmental Services Payment 

Program

ñForests, forest plantations, and other ecosystems provide 

essential services to the people and economic activities at the 

local, national, and global levelsò    1996 Forestry Law

Primary legal instrument to promote forest protection and 

sustainable uses

Å Protection of watersheds and water sources

Å Promotion of carbon sequestration

Å Protection of biodiversity

Å Enhance landscape and scenic beauty
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RATIONALE OF THE PES

Eco-markets Project

Need to increase forest 
conservation and forest 
recovery by enhancing 
the development of 
private markets for 
ecosystem services 
provided by forests, such 
as biodiversity protection, 
greenhouse emissions 
reduction, and water 
resources protection. 

Source of 

funding

$ US

BIRF 4557-CR 32,630,000

GEF 23681-CR 8,000,000

PJN 50508 302,250

Government 8,500,000

TOTAL 49,432,250
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Goals of Eco-markets Project, 

2001-2005

150,000 ha contracted with private land-owners

Å 50,000 ha in four key biological corridors

Å 50,000 ha in other GRUAS priority areas

30% increase in the participation of women landowners

100% increase in the participation of indigenous 

communities

Creation of a sustainable financing mechanism

Eco-markets Project Results

212,000 ha under contract

2,356 private landowners

Women landowners increased from 22 to 474 (>30,000 ha)

Indigenous communities from 2,850 ha to 25,125 ha
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New lands protected by PES
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Participation of indigenous peoples
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Cumulative PES Totals

Nearly 500,000 ha contracted since 1997

Å89% natural forests

Å5% forest plantations

Å6% sustainable forest management

Å$50 million invested

Å2,400 forest-owners
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(Ecosystem approach)

Counties with Low 
Social Development 
Index Populations 
(Less than 40%)
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Criteria for

PES Project

Investments

FOREST COVER 
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Forest Cover 2008  =  51%

PES Program

Investments
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PSA Reserva Indígena


