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Department of Ecology
Brownfields Policy Update

Brownfields Policy Update

•Site Trends

•Uniform Environmental Covenants Act

•Follow-up with UW Study on Brownfields

•Remedial Action Grant Funding Study
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Over 6,400 sites have been cleaned up or  reported cleaned up.

Cleanup Trends of Known and Suspected Contaminated Sites 
Total Sites: 11,270 as of July, 2009
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New site spikes:   2005, 28 schools;   2007, 45 Hanford sites;   
* 2008, 153 mine sites, 25 multi-sites.       (2009, 58 multi-sites)

Comparison of New Voluntary Cleanup Sites to
All New Sites
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Environmental Covenants 
Uniform Environmental Covenants Act (UECA)

Environmental covenants created under UECA are recorded in the 
local land records.  These convenants bind successive owners 
of the property through real estate transactions or legal 
actions.

•Ecology is required to complete 50 periodic reviews every six 
months until the end of December 2009.  Remaining reviews 
are to completed by December 2010.  

•By the end of 2008, we completed 64 periodic reviews.  

•We are focused on ensuring that the cleanup remedy is still 
protective.  The majority of issues found during reviews are 
related to the recording of the title.

•Policy issues include the addition of pathways (such as vapor 
intrusion) that were not considered during the initial cleanup.

University of Washington Study: Next Steps

Linking Toxics Cleanup and Redevelopment Across the 
United States: Lessons for Washington State

This UW Study made recommendations to Ecology 
about how to best develop an integrative 
brownfields program to effectively serve all affected 
entities in Washington.

•We will be having conversations with stakeholders 
and are open to efficiencies.

•Any possible changes made due to this study would 
likely be addressed next session.
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Integrated Planning Grants and Due Diligence

An integrated project plan is an early planning process that 
incorporates cleanup activities with the reuse of the property. 

An integrated project plan:
•outlines a strategy to solve multiple problems that stem 

from contamination. 

•may address habitat restoration, site work for recreational
use, and infrastructure development as part of the overall 
cleanup process. 

•would also include funding strategies that leverage multiple
grant and loan opportunities to carry a project through to 
completion. 

•Addresses questions about due diligence such as 
environmental issues or feasibility of development.

Pilot Integrated Planning Grants
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Remedial Action Grant Funding Study

The Washington State Legislature directed Ecology to study 
financing alternatives for remedial action grants.

•We will be in consultation with local governments. 

•Complete a report by December 1, 2009 that identifies options 
and includes:

• (a) capitalizing cleanup costs using debt issuance; 

• (b) capitalizing cleanup costs using prefunded cost-cap 
insurance; 

• (c) other contractual instruments with local governments; and 

• (d) an assessment of overall economic benefits of the remedial 
action grants funded using the instruments identified in this 
section.


