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Department of Ecology
Toxics Cleanup Program

Rule and guidance reflect policy 
objectives and  address challenges

Ecology is updating rules:

•Model Toxics Control Act Cleanup Regulation 

• Sediment Management Standards

•Underground Storage Tank Rule

Ecology is developing guidance:

•Vapor Intrusion

•Remediation of Petroleum Contaminated Sites

•Performing terrestrial ecological evaluations

And expanding web-based tools and information capabilities
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The MTCA cleanup regulation update 
focuses on specific areas

•Updating the science
•Improving the decision making process
•Simplifying & improving usability
•Requirements for environmental covenants 
•Addressing sediments under MTCA
•Ecology welcomes input 
•Informal draft June 2010 (target)
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www.ecy.wa.gov => Programs   => Toxics Cleanup

Ecology is rewriting the Underground 
Storage Tank Rule

•Underground storage tanks are a problem at 
many brownfield sites

•First significant update since 1990
•Includes requirements of the Federal Energy 

Policy Act of 2005
–Operator training program 
–Secondary containment requirements for new tanks

•Dramatically improves readability
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http://www.ecy.wa.gov/
http://www.ecy.wa.gov/
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Vapor Intrusion is the movement of gas phase 
chemicals through the subsurface & into overlying 
buildings.

•Ecology Draft Guidance available Oct 16, 2009
•45 day public comment period
•How to predict and evaluate when subsurface 

contamination will cause vapor problems
•Practical, workable, protective & tiered approach
•Ecology welcomes feedback

Vapor Intrusion Guidance 
available for public comment

Gasoline and diesel contamination account for over 
50% of sites in Washington.

•Goals is to improve the characterization of sites with 
petroleum only contamination

•Includes step-by-step instructions for developing 
Method B cleanup levels using petroleum fractions

•Describes options for demonstrating compliance
•Includes updated soil reuse criteria 
•Draft for public comment expected October 30, 2009

Coming soon: Guidance for addressing 
Petroleum Contaminated Sites 
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A terrestrial ecological evaluation (TEE) is required at all 
cleanup sites. 

•At most sites the TEE results in an exclusion (meaning 
no further evaluation needed)

•Many sites can perform a simplified TEE
•Some sites must conduct a site-specific TEE
•Guidance will give examples, flow charts, decision 

matrices. 
•Ecology can provide technical assistance on simplified 

or site-specific TEEs. 

In the works: Guidance for protecting 
plants and critters 

•Tension exists between

–Consistent predictable standards

–Flexibility to address site-specific situations

•Other tools Ecology can and does use

–Staff training  & mentoring

–Information sharing (web, seminars, conferences

The relationship between rule and 
guidance is one of balance 
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