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Main Points

Assumption ςBasic familiarity with Permit

·Reasons for an Ecology inspection

·Pre-Inspection - preparation

·During the Inspection

·Post Inspection - follow-up

Ecology Inspections ςWhy Me?

·Complaint Driven - CWA Third Party, ex-employee, 
neighbor, local jurisdiction, Ecology drive by, etc.

·Sample Driven - By Ecology or facility (DMRs)

·/ƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ άbƻ 9ȄǇƻǎǳǊŜέ /ŜǊǘƛŦƛŎŀǘŜ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘ

·Request by facility ςcheck in with Ecology



3/6/2009

3

Ecology Inspections
·Announced or Unannounced

·Purpose: Assess compliance with permit requirements 
and RCW 90.48

·Technical Assistance ςά²ŜΩǊŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΤ 
ǿŜΩǊŜ ƘŜǊŜ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇΧǊŜŀƭƭȅέ

·ά±ƻƭǳƴǘŀǊȅ /ƻƳǇƭƛŀƴŎŜέ

·aƻǘƛǾŀǘŜŘ ōȅ 9ŎƻƭƻƎȅΩǎ ŎƻǊŜ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ςprotect and restore 
²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ǿŀǘŜǊǎ

In Preparation
·THOROUGH and HONEST appraisal of Permit compliance

·Facility and drainage system ςsample points

·SWPPP and Spills plan

·Identify applicable personnel

·Inspection records

·DMRs (NO DISCHARGE???)

·BMPs
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Documents to Compile
·SWPPP ςup to date? Really?
·Table of Contents?

·Drainage plan

·Spill Prevention and Emergency Cleanup Plan

·DMRs

·Adaptive management (Level 1 and BMPs)

·Level 2 and 3 to Ecology (Copies)

Gaps? 5ƻƴΩǘ ŦǳŘƎŜ - Highlight.

Falsification = Criminal (EPA?)

During the Inspection

·Entrance interview

·Discussion of facility (industrial processes, drainage map, 
nature of stormwater)

·What is the permit? 

·SWPPP

·Monitoring results (DMRs, inspection log book, visual 
monitoring, etc.)

·Were adaptive management actions effective?
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Permit Benchmarks

How inspectors evaluate sample results

BM AL

Benchmark Action Level

Increasing risk for violating WQ Standards

5ǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ LƴǎǇŜŎǘƛƻƴ όŎƻƴǘΩŘύ

·Thorough inspection of facility (photos and notes):

·SOURCE CONTROL -άDƻƻŘ IƻǳǎŜƪŜŜǇƛƴƎέ ŀƴŘ !Y!w¢

·Catch basins and floor drains

·Discharge and sample points ςverify

·Treatment facilities and receiving water

·Areas of loading and unloading

·Process water

·Fueling areas
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5ǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ LƴǎǇŜŎǘƛƻƴ όŎƻƴǘΩŘύ

·CŀŎƛƭƛǘȅ wŜǾƛŜǿ ŎƻƴǘΩŘ

·Spills kits

·Materials stored outside ςfor recycling or as waste

·Leaks ςunmaintained equipment

Oil Sheen and Turbidity
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Lack of Cover - Batteries

Lack of Cover - Cores
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Almost Covered Storage 

Covered Work Area
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Portable Spills Kit

Spills Station
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Catch Basin Insert - Treatment

Under Maintained Catch Basin
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Pressure Wash Water to Sanitary

Vehicle Wash - Containment


