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EPA & Industrial 

Stormwater

John Palmer

ESA/CWA Senior Policy Advisor
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Presentation Overview

1. CWA Statutory & Regulatory Framework 

for Industrial Stormwater

2. Overview of EPAôs 2008 Multi-Sector 

General Stormwater NPDES permit 

(MSGP) 

3. Copper, Zinc & Ammonia benchmarks

4. Impact on Ecologyôs Industrial and 

Boatyard General Permits
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CWA & Industrial Stormwater

üSection 402(p) of CWA (1987)

üEPA Phase I Regulation (1990)

¸ Large municipalities

¸ Industrial sources

ü1st EPA MSGP (1995)

ü2nd EPA MSGP (2000)

ü3rd EPA MSGP (2008)

¸ EPA R10 effective Feb 26, 2009

EPAôs 2008 MSGP Overview

1. Applies to sources in 29 sectors where 
EPA is NPDES permitting authority 
Å Federal facilities and tribal land sources in WA

2. Control measures & Effluent limitations

3. Stormwater pollution prevention plan 
(SWPP)

4. Limits on coverage

5. Monitoring & Benchmarks

6. Corrective action 
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Control Measures & Effluent Limits

Non-Numeric 

Technology Based

Limits

Numeric

Technology 

Based

Limits

Water Quality

Based 

Numeric

Limits
12 limits

- Minimize exposure

- Erosion/sed. control

- Run-off management

- Spill prevention

- Sector specific req.

- ect.

Sectors with

EPA Effluent

Limit Guidelines

(ELGs) 

(8 Sectors)

Select, Design, Install & Implement Control Measures to meet

Failure to Meet Required Effluent Limit is Permit Violation

Compliance with

permit presumed 

to meet WQS

EPA may impose 

specific limit for 

facility 

Control Measures to ñminimizeò pollutants 

to meet effluent limits are those that

are ñtechnologically available and economically

practicable and achievable in light of best 

industry practiceò  

Control measures to prevent stormwater 

contact with pollutants 

and infiltrate and reduce runoff through

Low Impact Development (LID) techniques 

must be considered
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Stormwater Pollution Prevention 

Plan (SWPPP)

ü Develop prior to Notice of 

Intent (NOI)

ü Planning document

ü 7 Elements

1. Team

2. Site Description

3. Potential Sources

4. Control measures

5. Schedules and 

Procedures

6. Document meeting 

other federal laws

7. Signature

ESA and Impaired Waters Limits 

on Coverage

üStormwater discharge that adversely affect ESA 

listed species or their habitat not covered

ÅSelf certification or Services concurrence 

ÅServices 30/60 day review of NOI

üNewdischarges into ñimpairedò waters not 

covered unless

ÅPrevent all stormwater exposure for pollutant

ÅPollutant not present at site

ÅNot cause or contribute to exceedance
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Monitoring & Benchmarks

üBenchmark monitoring

¸ Sector-specific pollutant benchmarks

¸ 4 quarterly samples in first year

¸ Not effluent limits

¸ Exceedances trigger corrective action

üEffluent limitation guideline monitoring

üImpaired waters monitoring

Corrective Actions
ü Revise control measures to eliminate problem

¸ Unauthorized discharges, numeric effluent limit violation, EPA 
determines not sufficient to meet WQS, inspection deems 
necessary to meet non-numeric effluent limits

ü Review and potentially revise control measures 
¸ Benchmark exceedance

1. Modify control measures & monitor until not exceeded

2. Make a determination that no further reductions are 
ñachievableò

¸ Change at facility

ü Corrective action report
¸ 24 hours of discovery

¸ Corrective action taken in 14 days

¸ Documentation contained in annual report to EPA


