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How do you feel about the future?

We have to embrace growth! 

We can’t embrace growth! 

It’s not just growth, current impacts are bad 
enough!
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What we do know about the future

We have lots of science on impacts of growth.  

We’re not a possible model for development 

World GDP is growing faster than 
population

Climate change is changing us

What does this mean for 
Government?

Environmental Regulation: Just stop it!

Cost/benefit from new regulation

Cumulative impact from totally legal activity 
– “Just make it illegal” won’t work
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What does this mean for NGO’s?

New alliances: ‘Conservation Issues’ & 
‘Environmental Issues’

New relevance; from critic to critical partner

What does this mean for business?

Degrees of freedom for decision making are 
narrowing

Scientific facts are trumping politics

From environmentalism to sustainability
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Just one example: Energy choice

Coal is dead!  Long live Coal!

Natural Gas, the lesser evil.

Insert map of natural gas pipeline system 
here
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So, let’s use wind!

AWEA: 20% of US generation by 2030       
(300 GW)
Current siting 3 GW/yr: 15 GW/yr needed
But: 10,000 acres per 100 MW  
30 million acres of land… just for turbines
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Selective pressure: Government

Aligning Economic Development and 
Environmental Regulation departments

Expanding funding for environment from 
taxes, fees, appropriations

Not losing regulation but expanding to 
something else…

Selective Pressure: NGO’s

The balance between ‘the good’ and ‘the 
perfect’: Is ‘the good’ good enough?

Not losing advocacy, but expanding to 
something else…
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Selective Pressure: Business

From reactive to strategic approach

From a cost center to a source of competitive 
advantage

Not losing ‘compliance and remediation’ but 
expanding to something else…

The ‘something else’

A market for ecosystem services.

Scarcity creates value, not just tragedy.

The scientists are right.
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The basic principles:

Price signals for avoiding impacts and for 
financial value of ecosystems

Scientific measurement used for units of 
impact and related offsets

Incentive for every unit of improvement

With Innovation Comes: Investment

“Environmental Industries” investment –
clean up, pollution control

“Cleantech” investment – wind, solar, E2/P2, 
design for environment

“Integrated” investment – enabling both
responsible development and ecosystem 
service provision
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Synthesis and Integration

For Business: Reduced time and cost to 
permit, additional certainty, liability

For Government: Development by design, 
balance of built and natural infrastructure

For NGO’s: A seat at the table, not an outside 
critic – providing essential information.
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Reasons for Ecosystem Markets

Selective pressure on Government, NGO’s 
and Business

It’s a strategic approach to the future 

Sustainability demands integration of natural 
systems into responsible development and 
production

“May your trails be crooked, winding, 
lonesome, dangerous; leading to the most 
amazing view.”

– Edward Abbey
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Resources

Websites
– www.ecosystemmarketplace.com
– www.ecosystempartners.com
– www.investinnature.blogspot.com

Books
– From Walden to Wall Street, 

James Levitt, 2006
– The New Economy of Nature, 

Daily and Ellison, 2005
– Conservation & Biodiversity 

Banking, Carroll, Fox and Bayon, 
2008


